PERSONALITY

Air Assault From Shangri-La

An aviation pioneer’s early vengeance shocked Japan.

It was April 1942, just four
months since Pearl Harbor.
A pioneer American aviator
of pre-war years had drop-
ped from public sight, but
no great matter. His fellow
citizens had more momen-
tous events to worry about,
their country engulfed in
war fever but also frustrated
by its seeming helplesness of
the moment. Indeed, its
military forces still were reel-
ing before the blows of a
Japanese war machine that
had obliterated the U.S.
Pacific fleet at Pearl and now
was gaining mastery over
the far-flung islands of the
Pacific, a new empire in the
making.

The news from that war
front, to say nothing of the
fresh war in the east, in
Axis-dominated Europe,
was grim —all grim, that is,
until April 18, when the en-
tire world was stunned by
an unbelievable bulletin
from Domei, the official
Japanese news service.
American planes had bomb-
ed Tokyo!

By Brian Sobel

A smiling Jimmy Doolittle, by now a brigadier general, after the
raid on Tokyo.

denly had a civilian morale
problem of their own to
worry about in the wake of
the raid upon Tokyo-—
which came, oddly, the very
day the Japanese first prac-
ticed an air-raid alert in
their huge, sprawling city.
For vyears, the military
leadership of the country
had assured their public
that Japan itself could never
be directly attacked or in-
vaded, not only for its
geographic location behind
its distant fighting forces,
but also because of protec-
tion afforded by the Kami-
kazi, or divine wind. Such
notions were dispelled April
18, in most painful way.
The raid itself was no
great military achievement
in terms of damage to
enemy resources, certainly
nothing like the utterly
destructive bombings that
were to come later. It more
was one of those strokes of
derring-do that had tremen-
dous psychological impact,
world wide, upon its suc-
cessful accomplishment.

In response, American
newspapers proclaimed the startling
news coast to coast. The staid New York
Times dusted off its larger typeface for
three huge headlines across Page One.
Then, in the days following, confusion
obscured fact as the papers, still citing
Japanese sources, reported 60 planes tak-
ing part in the raid. The enemy also
claimed the downing of nine aircraft,
one of which allegedly fell “like a smok-
ing comet.” Nazi broadcasts heard in the
United States also reported the
raid —against Yokohama, Osaka and
Kobe, as well as Tokyo—at length,
while in Chungking, wartime capital of
beleaguered China, a holiday was
declared. Chungking, it may be recalled,
previously had suffered 107 air raids by
the invading Japanese, with more than
20,000 persons killed.

As the world assessed the various

reports of the bombing spectacular, the
U.S. Government remained officially
silent on particulars of the mission and
refused to release names or numbers of
the air crewmen taking part—an
understandable stance, as those brave
men still had to find their way “home” to
safety (and not all of them would).
Chairman ]. Buell Snyder of the
House Appropriations Subcommittee
for War Expenditures did go on record,
however, with an apt observation: “This
will prove to be TNT in boosting
morale, not only at home, but especially
in China and Russia.” A proud Presi-
dent Roosevelt added to the raid’s
mystery by facetiously saying the planes
had been based at “Shangri-la,” the fic-
tional Tibetan paradise of James Hilton's
pre-war novel, Lost Horizon.
Meanwhile, the warlords of Japan sud-

Pure luck, or fortuitous
timing at the least, played as great a role,
arguably, as skill and courage in the
remarkable outcome, later to be describ-
ed by historian S.L.A. Marshall as
“possibly the most daring and spec-
tacular operation in American military
history.”

The raid of course was conducted by
just 16 B-25 bombers, Army bombers at
that, launched from the deck of the
Navy carrier USS Homet, 620 nautical
miles from Japan. None of the planes,
contrary to Japanese reports, was in fact
shot down. Neither was Tokyo oblit-
erated nor even that much harmed,
physically. However little the damage,
though, the leader of the raid emerged a
national hero, a name never to be
forgotten by his own generation—Let.
Col. James H. Doolittle.

Continued on page 63
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Doolittle of course was the air pioneer
who had dropped from sight in the
weeks after Pearl Harbor, as he and his
air crews prepared for their incredibly
bold stroke. For those who had followed
the evolution of aviation, especially
military aviation, in the years since
World War I, however, Doolittle was no
stranger. Nor was his military and war-
time career now to rest on the laurels of
his Tokyo raid alone.

An only child and son of a carpenter,
Doolittle was born in Alameda, Calif.,
in 1896. He was six months old when
his father Frank, also an adventurer of
sorts, left home to search for gold in the
Yukon. His ship north foundered on the
way, however, and the elder Doolittle
lost all his prospecting equipment. Only
slightly deterred, he continued north
with a new plan, to sell supplies to other
fortune hunters in Nome, Alaska. In
1900, Rosa Doolittle traveled with
young Jimmy in tow to join her husband
there.

Nome, at the turn of the century, was
a foreboding, none-too-spectacular
community, its climate nearly
unbearable. Undaunted, Jimmy Doolit-
tle as a rather slight boy learned in a
hurry what it took to survive in the new
frontier. Though small in size, he
nonetheless was regarded as the
toughest youngster around. By age six
he had survived his first fight, which he
won by drawing blood from the nose of
an Eskimo boy. Such physical resolution
to argument was common at all ages in
the streets of Nome.

After almost eight years in Alaska,
Rosa Doolittle returned to California.
She desperately wanted her son to have
a proper education, avoid constant ex-
posure to disease and, finally, live
through his teens, a goal the streets of a
boom town could not guarantee.

Doolittle was 13 when he first became
interested in flying, after attending an
aviation meet near Los Angeles. There
he joined a crowd dazzled by the flying
machines and a dirigible race. Doolittle
was especially intrigued by the styles and
capabilities of the various aircraft. He
had thought about flight on and off
again for nearly two years, when he saw
an article in the magazine Popular
Mechanics that detailed the construction
of a glider. Doolittle got busy—the
glider, a biplane with an 18-foot wing-
span, was soon completed and awaiting
it first test run.

The young aviator found a likely hill
and launched his craft to the heavens,

only to have the tail strike the hill and
cause the glider to crash. Doolittle
rebuilt the rig and tried to achieve more
acceleration by tying it to the end of a
car. Again the plane didn’t fly as
designed —crashed, to be exact—and
Doolittle, though spared injury, was left
surrounded by the pieces of his flying
machine.

For a short time, he put the idea of fly-
ing on the back burner and concen-
trated on other activities. In 1917, with
talk of war in Europe, however, Doolit-
tle enlisted in the Aviation Section of
the U.S. Signal Corps, forerunner of the
modern Air Force. Early in January
1918, Doolittle reported to Rockwell
Field, in San Diego, Calif., for flight
training. He earned his pilot wings in
1918, next served as a fighter-pilot in-
structor and then as a border patrol
pilot based at Eagle Pass, Texas.

Although he was fascinated by the
fast-unfolding dream of flight, Doolittle
as a young man was hardly one dimen-
sional. In just a few short years, he had
managed also to win a collegiate cham-
pionship in middleweight boxing and to
gain notable expertise in the sport of
tumbling. He earned two degrees at
MIT —the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (in later years, he would be
awarded eight honorary degrees by
various schools).

Speaking in clear, concise manner, his
wit still razor sharp at age 87, Doolittle
today says his ability as a pilot was
helped along by his participation in
sports. “As a boxer and tumbler,” he
says, “my reaction time had to be quick.
These sports served to speed up the
thinking process and gave me a better
sense of balance. Those were assets [ had
before I ever started to fly.”

And fly he certainly did, long before
the day he set out for Tokyo from a
heaving carrier deck. In 1922, Doolittle
piloted a specially-modified DH-4 from
Florida to California, the first person to
fly the continent in less than 24 hours.
The year before, he took part in General
Billy Mitchell’s airpower tests off the
Virginia coast, an affair designed to con-
vince the Navy its ships were vulnerable
to attack from the air.

In 1925, Doolittle set two world
seaplane records for speed and won the
coveted Schneider Cup for seaplane rac-
ing. He later performed the first outside
loop in an airplane; he won the 1931
Bendix Trophy by racing across the con-
tinent in record time of 11% hours in a
Laird Super-Solution; he set another
speed record in the 1932 National Air
Races in a Gee Bee racer.

The achivement never to be forgotten
by any true airman, however, was his

flight from Mitchel Field on Long Island
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in an experiemental Navy seaplane, the
Consolidated Wright NY-2, on Sept.
24, 1929. Relying upon new instruments
and a primitive radio beacon, Lieute-
nant Doolittle that day took off in bad
weather, flew 15 miles round-trip and
successfully landed —“blind.” That
historic flight, the first ever flown solely
with the aid of instruments, paved the
way for all-weather instrument flying in
both civilian and military aircraft.

Doolittle had resigned his regular
Army commission in 1930 to enter the
Reserves and continue his pioneer work
in aviation for Shell Oil Company.
Then, war obviously brewing, he re-
entered the Army Air Corps in 1940.
After Pearl Harbor, he planned and led
the retaliatory strike against the
Japanese mainland, itself another “first.”

His military career continued
unabated after the famous Tokyo raid.
By 1944, he had achieved the rank of
lieutenant general, and during the
course of the war he commanded the
12th Air Force in North Africa, the
15th in Italy, the 8th in England and, in
1945, in Okinawa, the 8th again. “Ac-
tually,” says Doolittle, “I was the only
reserve officer to have an important
command at that time and remain to
this day the only Reserve ever to achieve
three-star rank.”

Germany and its aviation capability
were not new to Doolittle when he ar-
rived in the African and European
theaters of operation. As manager of
Shell Qil's Aviation Department,
Doolittle had visited the pre-war fac-
tories of Nazi Germany, thanks to a
“good friend in high German military
circles,” Ernst Udet, a World War I ace.
“Ernst turned his plane and pilot over to
me and | was able to see every aircraft
and engine plant. We then went back to
his hotel in Berlin and he talked quite
freely. It became obvious that Germany
had violated all the Versailles
agreements, and they were building
their military strength. I returned to
Germany in 1939, one month before the
war started in Europe. When I came
back to America, I reported war was
imminent.”

Doolittle was a fighting general and
thus was highly respected by those who
worked for him. About his reputation,
Doolittle says: “I think the greatest job a
leader has is to get the thought of
‘followship’ rather than leadership into
his people. The simplest way is to say
follow me.” Doolittle lived by the rule. In
addition to leading the raid on Tokyo,
he led the first mission over Rome and
even intended to command the first
American raid on Berlin before his in-
volvement was vetoed for security
reasons by General Carl Spaatz, com-

mander of the U.S. Strategic Air Forces
in Europe. The raid on Rome was uni-
que because Doolittle “led” the raid from
the last airplane. “The reason was,” says
Doolittle, “I was more interested in see-
ing that we didn’t hit certain sacrosanct
targets than in seeing exactly what other
damage we had done.”

While commander of the 8th Air
Force in 1944, Doolittle changed
American aerial strategy, which up to
that point mandated that fighter planes
escort and protect bombers. Doolittle
delivered the coup de grace to the Luft-
waffe by allowing his fighters to go after
German fighters. The effects of that
decision were later confirmed in the
memoirs of Adolf Galland, commander
of the German fighter forces in the west.
Galland claims the day American
fighters were taken off the bombers,
Germany lost the air war.

While Doolittle considers that deci-
sion the most important one he made
during World War II, the Allies at that
time found aid in the air war from an
unwitting accomplice. “Hitler very un-
wisely did us a great turn,” Doolittle
says. “When the jet fighters, really the
rocket fighters, came out of the German
factories, Hitler used them for ground
attacks, for which they were admirably
unsuited. Hitler finally allowed them to
be used in air combat and they gave us
considerable trouble —however, it was
too little, too late.”

In addition to aerial strategy, the ac-
celeration of technological ad-
vancements and intelligence-gathering
methods played a large part in the even-
tual Allied victory. Doolittle credits cer-
tain devices as being most important in
helping to win the war. “One device,” he
says, “was the Norden bombsight, which
gave us tremendous accuracy. Others in-
cluded the X-Ray, which could look
through fog, and achievements in the
field of radar. Finally, photo recon-
naissance was invaluable. Our photo
unit was commanded by Elliot
Roosevelt. He did a superb job but I
finally had to take him off flying because
he was leading some dangerous missions
and I felt it wouldn’t be very good to
have the President’s son shot.”

Doolittle in his tenure as leader of the
8th Air Force actively participated in
OPERATION OVERLORD, common-
ly called D-Day. ‘I flew over on the first
wave,” recalls Doolittle, “because our
bombers were to soften up the coast
defenses. 1 flew up and down the
beaches for over two hours. It was an
awesome sight. I then went back and
gave General Eisenhower the first
eyeball report on the beach landings.”

Because of his position in the High
Command, Doolittle had the oppor-



Aircraft in Action

**SBD Dauntless Dive Bomber' —$60.00 (20" 'x24")

World War Il Aircraft encounters
are accurately and colorfully recreated
by Dan Murphy. Each image depicts
a specific episode of the air war.
Twenty subjects are available with
sheet sizes from 18x24 to 24x36.
Editions limited to 500, signed and
numbered. Retail—$50.00 to $65.00

A set of 12 fighter planes
is available at $675.00 retail.
Individual prints—$60.00 each

Color Brochures $1.00 each,
free with print purchase.

Write for brochure

AIRCRAFT IN ACTION

231 N. 76th Street, Milwaukee WI 53213
(414) 453-1620

MILITARY HISTORY
Paperback Classies

[J THE COMPLETE WAR
MEMOIRS OF
CHARLES DE GAULLE
1940-1946

A one-volume edition of the three
books

"‘A literary masterpiece . . .
Generations of present and future
historians will read and weigh
every word of these revelations.’’

—David Schoenbrun, Saturday Review
80227/1052 pp./$14.95
D CRIMSONED PRAIRIE:
THE INDIAN WARS
by S. L. A. Marshall

‘. . . a masterpiece of its kind, a
small classic, in fact.”’
—Cornelius Ryan

... a wealth of lessons in leader-
ship. e s

—Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway

80226/270 pp./$9.95
Available from your local bookstore or from:

Da Capo Press

233 Spring St.

New York, NY 10013

Write Dept. MH for free brochures!

N
(o))

On their way to Tokvo, Doolittle’s 16

B-25 bombers jammed the USS Hornet’s
flight deck.

tunity to meet military and political
leaders who are now, to many, just
names in a history book. He had great
respect for Eisenhower and Patton, the
latter a close friend. “However,” he says,
“in my mind the best military leader we
had was Chief of Staff, General George
Marshall. I consider him the greatest
American 've ever met.”

On the British side, Doolittle had ut-
most respect for several, but his highest
accolade is reserved for Winston
Churchill. “I came to know him very
well,” says Doolittle, “and admire him
profoundly. I say of all the people I've
had a chance to meet in 87 years-plus
aboard this planet, he is the most im-
pressive man I've ever known. That is,
come to meet and know well enough to
evaluate. When I went to Europe | was
left as the senior American army officer
in England. I went once a week to 10
Downing Street and reported to the
Prime Minister on the American side of
the war. Once a month he had us up to
his home in Chequers, and there we
would discuss such topics as day-night
bombing.”

More than any other exploit, however,
it was the Tokyo raid that gave Doolittle
his hero status. Yet because so many of
his 16 planes crashed due to lack of fuel
and poor communications (one bomber
had barely enough gas to reach
Vladivostok, where the plane even now
remains in the custody of the Soviet
Union), Doolittle initially felt as though
he had failed. Upon completing his own
bombing run that April day, Doolittle
headed for Chuchow Air Base in
China. After 13 hours in the air with a
mysterious inability to contact the air
base, and seeing no suitable place to
land in heavy overcast, Doolittle finally

gave his crew the order to abandon the
craft. After making sure his entire crew
had bailed out, he set the automatic
pilot on a level course and for the third
time in his career made an emergency
jump from a plane.

Doolittle landed in a rice paddy and
looked vainly about for some sign of his
men. After he was led to a military base
by a friendly Chinese farmer, a full
search was launched for the missing
men, but his crewmen weren't totally ac-
counted for until late the following day.
Even after they finally turned up,
Doolittle was despondent—he had
found his own crew, but dozens of other
men who flew on the mission were as yet
unaccounted for. In that frame of mind
he went to see the crash site of his plane,
and there a most prophetic conversation
ensued between Doolittle and a crew
member named Paul Leonard.

“What do you think will happen when
you go home, Colonel?” asked Leonard.

“They’ll send me to Leavenworth, I
guess,” replied Doolittle.

“No, sir,” Leonard remarked. “T'll tell
you what theyll do. They're going to
make you a general. And, they’re going
to give you the Medal of Honor.”

Later, Doolittle was reunited with
several crews and heard the fate of a few
others before leaving China with orders
to return immediately to Washington.
He also heard on April 26th that he had
been promoted to general. Still, on May
5, 1942, Doolittle boarded his plane
leaving China without knowing the full
story of his famous raid.

In the following weeks, Doolittle
would learn that out of 16 planes only
one had made a three-point landing.
Four had crash-landed. Eleven other
crews were forced to bail out under cir-
cumstances similar to those of Doolittle.
On the plus side, only one bomber had
been unable to reach a target city and
thus forced to drop its bomb load early,
under the duress of combat.

Two of the bombers landed on
Chinese coastal terrain coast occupied
by the Japanese. Two of those crew
members drowned; eight were taken
prisoner, three of them to be executed,
one to die of beriberi and malnutrition,
and the other four to survive Japanese
prison camps and return home after the
war.

Doolittle arrived in Washington on
May 19, 1942, and quickly was taken to
a meeting of the military brass. A short
time later, he was whisked into the
White House, where he first was
reunited with his wife, then ushered into
the Oval Office. There, President
Roosevelt awarded Doolittle the Medal
of Honor. Paul Leonard’s predictions

had been fulfilled. O



